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Role of a Dentist in Legal Medicine

Associate Professor

Hisako SAITOH, D.D.S, Ph.D

Approximately 2,700 dentists in total were dispatched to the disaster areas in the Great East Japan

Earthquake. “Personal identification using dental findings by dentists” was highly assessed, although many

problems in victim identification were disclosed in Japan. The disaster victim identification (DVI) system,

recommended by International Criminal Police Organization (ICPO) is performed in other countries.

A few questions were given on the national dentist examination out of forensic dentistry fields from 2014.

The works and researches in forensic dentistry include personal identification using dental findings and

DNA tests, age estimation using teeth, application of radiographs and CT images, finding of child abuse and

elderly abuse by dental neglect, bite marks, medical jurisprudence, dental accidents and medical lawsuits.

“Personal identification using dental findings” is very important in Japan where many disasters occur.

The dentists expertise can be contributed to forensic fields, and such activities connect dentists with society.

Key words : Dentist, Dental findings, Personal identification, Forensic dentistry, Legal medicine
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