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International Friendship as Charitable Operation for Cleft Lip and/or Palate

Nagato NATSUME, Exective director of Japanese clett Lip and palate Foundation

It is almost 20 years since we started a unique project for supporting foreign countries. It was so
unique that no one could think of it at the time in the world. The project is that profits derived from
recycling of precious metals including used tooth crowns removed by dentists are devotes to funds for
charity operations on patients with cleft lip and palate.

As the project of precious metal recycling was released worldwide by the world news agency, today
it is known all over the world as a model of social contribution led by Japanese dentists.

Japanese dentists have cooperated to gather precious metals removed during dental treatment
for supporting children with congenital abnormalities. Owing to the project, we were awarded the
Peace and Friendship medal by the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and Lao People’s
Democratic Republic established the Honorary Consulate in Nagoya-city, Japan. Here is the report about

international cooperation led by Japanese dentists.

Key words : Intrnational Cooperation, Cleft Lip, Cleft Palate, Precious Metal Recyecle, Dental

Medicine
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