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Matters Surrounding Medicine and Dentistry Cooperation

Professor, Department of Social Dentistry, Vice President, Tokyo Dental College

Takuo Isam, D.D.S, Ph.D, FI1C.D

Home-visit dental care, and medicine and dentistry cooperation for the elderly is one of the issues
that should be promoted by the nation. Home-visit dental care has been institutionalized since the time
the universal health insurance coverage system started. Home-visit dental care, however, has rarely
been provided and the citizens have not realized a home-visit dentistry system up to this 21st century.
Furthermore, Japan has not practiced cooperation system of medical care and dentistry. Dental practice
for elderly citizens requiring nursing care became an issue for the health insurance system in 1994, and
was specified in the fees for dental treatment. Using this opportunity, home-visit dental care increased, but
was still in short supply compared to demand. In 2008, the government decided to have the prefectural
governments formulate the medical plan so that they could provide continuous medical care for cancer,
stroke, acute myocardial infarction and diabetes affecting the elderly. The government's draft did not
include dental care in the healthcare delivery system for four diseases. However, many prefectural
governments formulated medical plans involving dental care. In the background, research provided
evidence indicating that oral care contributed to positive results in each disease case. Additionally, the
Japan Dental Association and prefectural dental associations have explained to the administrative authorities
the importance of dentistry. Home-visit dental care and cooperation system of medical care and dentistry

have currently become the national policy to be promoted.

Key words : Cooperation System of Medical Care and Dentistry, Home-visit Dental Care, Medical Plans
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