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The Relationship Between Social Changing and Dental Science

Toshikazu Yasul, D.D.S., Ph.D.

President, Meikai University

It is an obvious fact that aging of Japanese population advanced at speed of approximately 4 times
in comparison with Western European countries, and our country still follows it. And total population
is predicted to cut 100 million people in 2048 (33 years later) without declining birthrate being stopped.
Also it is predicted that the 18 years old population, that is the number of the university admission age,
is to be under 1 million in 2031 (16 years later). On the other hand, it is said that the 60% increase
of elderly person concentrates to 9 prefectures such as Tokyo, Kanagawa, Osaka, Saitama and so on
according to the prediction in 2025 (ten years later). If our society of dentistry shows embarrassment
in the future, it may be not to have been able to realize the aging speed and also social changing of
the declining birthrate. As for the dental practice covered by the health insurance, “caries treatment
system” has been continued from the 1970s under the social condition of so-called “the flood of the
cavity” of the children.

However, “the future image of the demand for dental treatment” shown by the Central Social
Insurance Medical Council came to be known the types of treatments as “from a healthy person
type to an elderly person type”, and as “from recovery of the tooth form to the recovery of the oral
function”. Besides, it is expected that the local medical service will be shifted from “personal service” to
“comprehensive medical activity care systemt.

Because our dental society proposed the 8020 activities in 1989, we should think again about the
dental conditions of our nations, dental practice by life stage, and qualities and quantities of dental

service.
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