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Make a wider circle of fellows locally and globally!

TADASHI MIZUTANI
President of LC.D., Japan Section

It is a great honor to be elected as chairman of ICD Japan in 2016-2017, our 60th anniversary year. I will strive
for the development of our society. At the start of my term, the proposal regarding the current issues facing

ICD Japan will be shared.

Dwindling membership

The biggest issue that ICD Japan faces now is the gradual decrease in its number of members. In 1996, our
society had 419 enthusiastic members. Ten years later, the number of members decreased to 355, and the
current number is down to 257. In my opinion, this trend should not be considered to be a general malaise of
Japanese dentistry, such as a change of dentist age composition or an already large population of dentists in
Japan preventing new memberships. What we should do is prevent the withdrawal of memberships. Indeed,
more than 10 new members join our society every year. We have to inspire in new fellows the belief that they

can achieve great things with senior fellows and also start a new project that they will actively join.

Activating local branches
Some branches have been successfully managed with attractive activities, including international exchanges,
academic lectures, and social gatherings. In such cases, members voluntarily act for their fellow members. I

would like to spread out the respectable fellowship from some local branches to all of Japan.

Volunteer activities

The ICD mission statement requires members to actively participate in volunteer activities. We already have
valuable experience in conducting international volunteer activities, but even more and deeper camaraderie
with foreign members is essential to activate our society. Global activity will provide a great opportunity for

young fellows to accomplish ICD work with joy.

I believe that the ICD fellows will spontaneously and cooperatively achieve success. Thank you very much for

your great support to the future development of ICD Japan.
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