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Globalization in Dental Education

Tkuko Morio, D.D.S., Ph.D..

Professor, Institute of Global Affairs, Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Since the national policy for increasing international students started in 1980s, the number of

international students has increased to reach 300,000. As of May 1, 2017, 766 international students

from 40 countries/regions were registered as regular students at the 29 Japanese dental schools.

Undergraduate students came mainly from Taiwan, ROC and South Korea, while the biggest population

of international graduate students was originally from China.

Among the member states of the European Union, mutual recognition of health care professional

licenses has become a norm since 1978, and about one fourth of registered dentists in the UK completed

undergraduate dental education and became a dentist outside the UK. Not only in the US and some

European countries but also in some Asian countries, continuing professional development has become

mandatory for renewing dental license.

Along with an acceleration of demographic aging, our country needs to attract more brilliant

young minds from abroad. Quality assurance of dental education at the national level as well as each

university's will become all the more significant.
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