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Current Trends and Issues of Dental Research in Japan:

From a Stand Point of the Japanese Association for Dental Research

Kazuhisa YamazAkl, D.D.S., Ph.D.

Professor, Division of Dental Science for Health Promotion, Niigata University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences

Japanese Association for Dental Research (JADR) has been the second largest dental research society
among the divisions and sections of International Association for Dental Research (IADR). Japan has
been a leader in the dental research society not only quantitatively but also qualitatively. However, the
situation has changed. The number of membership of JADR has gradually declined and our position
will be taken over by China very near future. The quality of the research in China has improved
dramatically and rapidly and is catching up that of Japan. In some research area, China has already
taken over Japan. According to the report by Science Council of Japan, Japan has trained many dentists
who are engaging dental research. Those dentists together with many outstanding scientists from other
scientific area are conducting dental medicine research. Consequently, Japan has retained advantageous
environment to conduct cutting-edge dental science based on the wide range of life sciences and material
sciences. Thus, it is considered that the research standards of dental science in Japan are high on the
world. However, is such recognition still applicable? We have to recognize that the research environment
surrounding us is changing rapidly. I would like to discuss about the current situation and problems in

the dental research in Japan.
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