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Fig.1 Future prediction of dental practice by the
World Health Organization (WHO) (cited from
reference 1)
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Fig. 2 Long term changes in estimated values of the number of "8020"achievers and non-

achievers (cited from reference 3)
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Fig. 3 Dental caries increases with age (cited from
reference 4)
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Fig. 4 World Health Organization (WHO) forecast of
the future of dentistry and two new issues to be
solved (modified from reference 1)
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The Structure Change of Dental Diseases in Japan, Transition of Dental Treatment,

and Future Prospects

Professor, Department of Translational Research, Tsurumi University School of Dental Medicine

Nobuhiro HANADA, D.D.S., Ph.D.

Thirty years ago, a committee of experts of the World Health Organization (WHO) presented the
need for a global change of dental education. While this future projection addresses changes in disease
structure and treatment that are confined to dental disease, new tasks and needs arise in dentistry. Today,
dentistry faces two different problems. The first problem to be solved in dentistry is the closely relationship
between the oral cavity and general health. It has been clarified that oral pathogenic microorganisms and
deterioration of oral function affect the onset of infectious diseases and non-infectious diseases (lifestyle-
related diseases). As a result, "integration of dental care and medical health management" is being
considered. Second problem to be solved in dentistry is involvement in the "death of the elderly". Oral
ingestion for older people in the end of life is difficult. Participation of dentists and dental hygienists in

terminal care is essential matter.
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