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Diversity and Fellowship

MOorIOKI FujITANI

President of the International College of Dentists Japan Section

Dear Fellows of the ICD Japan section, I am Morioki Fujitani and have been appointed as the 33rd
President of the Japan section for two years from June 1 of this year. I look forward to working with you.

As you know, the Japan Section of the International College of Dentists was established in 1952 and held its
first general meeting in April 1954. Internationally, it was recognized as Region 25 in 1958 and was admitted as
an autonomous Section VII in 1959.

Thus, more than 70 years have passed since the ICD Japan Section started its activities. During that time,
the number of Active Fellows peaked at more than 400 in the 1990s and has continued to decline, currently
standing at more than 190. We believe this is due to a decrease in the number of applicants for membership, an
increase in the number of Fellows who have withdrawn from the Section, and the aging of the Fellows. This
trend is similar to that seen in the United States and internationally.

"Recognizing Service and the Opportunity to Serve." This is the motto of the ICD that you are familiar with.
However, if you are told this repeatedly, you may be honestly wondering what it means. I also felt the same
way when I joined the ICD.

Understanding and respecting the basic philosophy of the founders will help each Fellow to have a high
awareness of the importance of belonging to the ICD Japan Section. I believe it is fine that each individual
(Fellow) should have his or her own sense of awareness. For example, if you join the ICD, you will be able to
meet Fellows who are actively engaged in various activities in various fields (not only in dentistry) , and you
will have the opportunity to get to know other Fellows who are highly respected. If you recognize this and take
the initiative to seek it out, the world will open up to you. I think it would be mentally difficult to continue pay-
ing membership dues if you thought that you would automatically receive something in return in proportion to
the amount you paid.

The ICD Japan Section "respects diversity," and I am confident that by recognizing the “ICD motto” in your
own way, you will not feel lost in your position as a Fellow. One of our main missions over the next two years
will be to increase our membership. I would like to ask for the cooperation of each committee and even each fel-
low, centering on the Committee for Fellow Support, the Committee for Reformative Promotion, and the Special
Committee for Membership Growth.

I would like to continue to practice the noble philosophy and embodiment of the ICD Japan Section, which
has been established and inherited by our wonderful predecessors while adapting to the changes and diversity
of the times, respecting dignity and elegance, and cooperating.

In Fellowship!
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