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Oral Implant Treatment and the Background in Germany

Project Professor, Kanagawa Dental University

Shoji HavAsHl, FIC.D.

In 1871 (Meiji 4), Erwin von Bélz, a graduate of the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Tibingen
who was known as the “Father of Japanese Medicine” , came to Japan as a professor in the Department
of Physiology at Tokyo Medical School, marking the beginning of German medicine in Japan. In dentistry
in 1900 (Meiji 33), Professor Hisashi Ishihara, who had studied in Germany, established the dental
department at the Faculty of Medicine, Tokyo Imperial University. Until then, American dentistry had
dominated; however, with the introduction of German dentistry as the foundation, the concept of oral
science was newly incorporated into Japanese dentistry. The German designation Zahn-, Mund-, und
Kieferheilkunde (Dentistry, Oral, and Maxillofacial Medicine) stems from this tradition, and has had a
profound impact on Japan’ s field of oral surgery.

The author studied implantology at the University of Tiibingen of Germany in 1996 under Professor
Heiner Weber (Chair of Prosthodontics and Implantology). Next year will mark 30 years since his return
to Japan, during which time the demand for implant treatment has continued to grow, particularly
among older patients.

The development of implant treatment in Germany has been strongly shaped by close collaborations
between implantology and dental technology, supported by the Meister system, which has advanced
implant prosthodontics. Education and insurance systems have also made significant contributions.

This study outlines the current state of implant treatment in Germany from the perspectives of

research, education, insurance, and national characteristics.

Key words : German Education System, German Insurance Regime, German Implant Treatment
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