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Joined in 1993

MAKOTO KOITABASHI

President of the International College of Dentists Japan Section

Looking back, it has been over 30 years since I joined the ICD Japan Section at the 1993 general meeting,
recommended by Dr. Takeshi Enomoto and Dr. Seiichiro Ema, donning a dignified gown along with ten of
my classmates. During that time, I have had the opportunity to serve as a committee member, director, sec-
retary-general, and vice-President, learning much about the association's affairs. I have also received guidance
from many past Presidents and gained many fellows, which has been a great asset.

In the past, this association operated as an academic and social organization, but it has evolved from a volun-
tary association into a responsible general incorporated association, the Japan Section, and I have witnessed its
development and transformation.

I have experienced some difficult periods, both large and small, in the management of this association,
but we have overcome those difficulties and developed together. One such event was the Great East Japan
Earthquake of 2011. Regarding the holding of the general meeting and induction ceremony for that year, the
decision was made that planning a lavish ceremony during a time when disaster victims were suffering would
be inappropriate for an organization whose articles of incorporation uphold a spirit of service. However, opinions
were expressed by the fellows that canceling the certification ceremony, an important event for new fellows,
would also be inappropriate. Therefore, thanks to the decisive action of then-President Amano, the general
meeting and certification ceremony were held in a format that would be considered acceptable by society.

Secondly, since its establishment in 1957, the association had held academic and fellowship events as a vol-
untary organization. In 2010, however, it transformed into a general incorporated association, a society-recog-
nized organization. Thanks to the decisive action of then-President Saito, the combined wisdom of many fellows
involved in the incorporation process, and the cooperation of a judicial scrivener, the association was trans-
formed into a respectable general incorporated association.

At the 69th General Assembly on June 6, 2026, I was elected as one of the 35 directors.

Immediately afterward, at the Board of Directors meeting, I was nominated as the 34th President, a posi-
tion approved at the General Assembly. Receiving the baton from my predecessor, President Morioki Fujitani,
who left behind a great legacy, I, a person of limited knowledge and ability, am deeply honored and humbled to
assume this heavy responsibility.

Just as the Japanese Prime Minister, upon taking office, declared her resolve as head of the executive
branch with the words, "Work, work..", in the past, Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States,
delivered his famous "government of the people, by the people.." speech at Gettysburg, a site of fierce fighting
at the end of the Civil War. Drawing on this famous quote, all directors and committee members entrusted with
the management of the association's affairs for the next two years intend to operate the association's affairs as
"organization of the fellow, by the fellow, for the fellow."

Currently, the global situation is expected to change significantly. However, in accordance with the action
plan outlined in the materials for the 69th General Assembly, we intend to manage the Japan Section in a sound
financial manner, foster exchanges with national sections, and ensure that the Japan Section can play a leading
role in the Asian Section. We ask for the understanding and cooperation of all Fellows.
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