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Internationalization of Dental Education

Jun Tsuruta, D.D.S., FICD.

Center for Healthcare Education, Institute of Science Tokyo

Through the utilization of social media and other media platforms, information circulating around
the world has become borderless. We now live in an era where an incident occurring in a foreign
town can be reported alongside a major domestic news story, and where we can attend meetings or
lectures with overseas colleagues online. As a member of a previous generation, I feel that the notion
of ‘international’ in everyday life is changing. Such changes, occurring within the continuous flow and
passage of time, are difficult to grasp as tangible experiences and are hard to express in words. Even
within the shared living environment and cultural sphere of places like Japan or Tokyo, individual
perspectives and values regarding international matters have become increasingly diverse; I believe
we have now entered an era where discussions must be conducted on this basis. Within this context, in
the field of dental education—which trains dentists—initiatives are being advanced among universities
and regulatory bodies worldwide to facilitate the real-world movement of dental students and dentists
across national borders. As registration with a regulatory body is required to practice dentistry in any
country, it is generally the case that those wishing to work as dentists abroad study at a university in
that country and fulfil the necessary employment requirements. However, when working outside the
country where one obtained their license, it is crucial to determine whether the dentist in that country
meets the registration criteria. In such cases, the educational programme of the university from which
they graduated, and that country’ s Continuing Professional Development system may be considered.
Considering the international context also leads to a better understanding of one’ s own country from
a third-party perspective. In this lecture, I would like to discuss the internationalization of dental
education, the possibilities and challenges it presents, and the significance of delving deeper into this
topic in Japan today, where a shortage of dentists is increasingly being cited as a future challenge. I will
present content that is unique to the Japanese Section of the International College of Dentist.
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